NOTES                                                      X9
PAGE 142. 2. If Scipio's words are fate: 'Scipio when asked who, in case of accident to him, should succeed to the chief command, replied, Perhaps this man, touching the shoulder of Marius' (Lancior's note).
JOHN OF GAUNT AND JOANNA OF KENT
The story on which this Conversation is based is historical.
Partly as the result of the threat of violence by John of Gaunt (1340-99) against the bishop of London, while the bishops were sitting in judgement on Wyclif, partly in consequence of the general unpopularity of John of Gaunt with the citizens of London, fierce rioting against him broke out. Joanna (1328-85) 'the Fair Maid of Kent' was the wife of Edward, the Black Prince. When she interceded it was on behalf of one whom she believed to be plotting against her son, the future king. Many of the details, however, are of Landor's invention,
An important point to be realized in the Conversation is that Joima suspects Lancaster of treason against her son, yet, in spite of that, uses her influence to save him from the violence of the mob. Landor thus exemplifies the qualities of nobility and honour,
PAGE 142, 7, 8. besieged in your own house : this detail is unhistorical, Lancaster's own house was the Savoy Palace.
25. in my attainder: John of Gaunt imagines that Joanna has come to charge him with treason against Richard, and she, according 1o Landor, is suspicious of him. (cf. infra, 'I will rescue from perdition the enemy of my son.')
33. Cressy: the first victory of the Black Prince (1346) over the French, followed in 1356 by that of Poictiers, At Najora in Castile ho defeated Henry of Trastamare, the half-brother and rival of Don Pedro (1367). Lancaster distinguished himself at this battle.
PAGE 143. 5. the Regency :. inaccurate. Edward III did not die till June of this year, and even then no actual regent was appointed. Lancaster had held the chief power in the land during his father's dotage.
FRA FILIPPO LIPPI AND POPE EUGENIUS THE FOURTH
Fra FiHppo Lippi (1406-69) was one of the most renowned of Italian decorative painters.    Eugenius IV (1431-47) was Pope, .Landor derived this  story  from Bessari's  biographical  sketch   of the prftar,  but committed one of his anachronisms when,   thinking of  a '
,
interview which  Fra FiHppo  Lippi had  with  the  Pope,   he  put forward the date of Eugenius to the time of this interview  (,.   X46o). For hght upon Fra Filippo from another angle,   Robert  Browning's poem, Fm Lippo Lippi, might be consulted,